Task
The volunteers get some insight into our institution. In the beginning they go to different childrens' groups day by day. Later on agreement with their tutor they can choose among those different groups, where they want to work; their personal interests and abilities will be taken into consideration in this decision. They have the opportunity to learn in the pedagogical field, in organising activities, in performing and reflecting projects, in the dealing with religious and philosophical questions of the children, in public relations and administrative work and in building up relationships with the children. They learn creative techniques, how to present their own country and its culture, and a lot about pre-school education in Germany. The protestand nursery is orienting its yearly schedule alongside with church holidays like Easter, Pentecoast, Thanksgiving,  St. Martin, Advent, Christmas etc.).

Parallel to the learning options in their working field they get the opportunity for personal development: 

Studying German language in the work environment and all day situations as well as through a language training course 

Integrating into a new living environment

Developing entrepreneurship and flexibility

Ability to work under pressure and staying power 

Seif-confidence and readiness to take on responsibility

Leaming about Christian religion

The volunteers are members of the team on eye-level with other members. They will be integrated into the working schedule of all staff members, take part in team meetings in internal trainings.

The working hours will be in shifts from 8 – 15 h or from 10 – 17 h. Usually they will have free weekends. For some religious holidays the nursery will prepare a church service on Sundays; for such work on weekends they will have extra free time during the week.

Volunteers will have the following tasks:

- indoor and outdoor playing with the children

- supporting children with clothing, comforting them, accompanying them, serve meals, etc.

- taking part in the morning opening circle (welcoming children, singing songs) and sometimes preparing and conducting it

- presenting their home country, comparing it with Germany, including the knowledge of the children

- let the children take part in the all day life of the home country of the volunteers (e.g.through greeting them in their mother tongue, telling them about important events and explaining about weather, holidays or other issues of interest)

- sing songs from their home country and teach them to the children

- tell childrens' stories from their home country

- present traditional clothing to the children and – if possible – teach them some handicrafts

- preparing and performing for church holidays

- teaching how people celebrate church holidays in different countries and try out such rites

- preparing for the World Day of Prayer

- continuing a book of recipees that has been started by former volunteers, cooking and baking with the children

- develop and imply an own project (with support from the tutor and other staff persons)

- supporting the children and staff with all their activities

- performing regular workshops like dancing, choir, soccer, etc.

The volunteers will have the opportunity to arrange single days for the whole nursery. 

They will participate together with the children and staff in the project „worldwide wichteln“. Wichtel is a puppet, which takes the children to a different country. This is a hands-on project which gives the opportunity to the children to learn about different cultures and struggle for a world of justice. They also can set up contacts all over the world.

The volunteers will live in a shared flat together with other German and international volunteers, which can be reached by bicycle within 10 min. from the working place. Each volunteer will have a single room, sharing kitchen, bathroom and community room with the group. There is wireless intemet access in the flats, i.e. with their own laptops they can keep contact with their sending organisation, with family and friends. To enable local mobility each volunteer may use a bicycle that is provided by the hosting organisation for the duration of the voluntary service. Pocket money and food allowance will be paid in cash at the beginning of each month, thus the volunteers can cook themselves. There is also a washing machine in the flats.

The volunteers are entitled to visit a 4 weeks language training in the beginning of the service according to the level of knowledge they have. 
About “Kita Archef”

· The protestant nursery „Arche“ accompanies children in their process of growing up and opens them rooms for living and learning. We are approaching the children through caring and attentiveness. We are giving them the experience of reliability and security. We want them to learn to take over responsibility for themselves and others. This is our public mandate of education.

· Children want to learn in order to understand themselves and the world around them. We give them inspiration and support them. Passing christian values to the children is also part of the all day life in our nursery.

In our institution we care for about 50 children from the age of 1 year until they enter the primary school. We have 6 staff persons in the pedagogical field and 2 in housekeeping. The nursery „Arche“ is belonging to the campus of the Samaritian Institute; this institute is part of Diaconia, the protestant (christian) relief organisation in Germany. Since 1892 the Samaritian Institute gives home to people of all ages with disabilities and to senior citizens. All in all there are about 550 people working in this institute and taking care of the residents.

The nursery „Arche“ is located in the green central campus of the Samaritian Institute in the city of Fürstenwalde. Fürstenwalde is located in the Oder-Spree district, in the Federal State of Brandenburg, about 50 km east of Berlin and close to the Polish border, a touristic area of woods, rivers and lakes. The city has 32 000 inhabitants and is well connected to Berlin and FrankfurflOder by train; trains are running every half an hour and get to the centre of Berlin within 40 min. 5 500 people are working in diverse industries such as tires, paint, technical equipments, tank farms, chemicals and plastics.

Fürstenwalde has an indoor swimming pool, bowling alleys, tennis and other sport facilities, e. g. the largest inline skating course in Brandenburg; more leisure time activities are e.g. in the "Klub im Park" (concert, discothek) or the "Kulturfabrik" (socio-cultural centre) with the library, theatre, exhibitions, concerts, etc. Close to Fürstenwalde there is the spa "Bad Saarow" with a tot of attractions like the hot springs, lake "Scharmützelsee" with divers water sports activities, golf course, etc.

So far the Samaritian Institute had international volunteers in a home for senior citizens, this nursery and in an residential home for disabled children and youth "Haus Bethesda"; there are as well German volunteers and intems. 
