Information about the project “Kita Pfiffige Kobolde”

The children day care centre in Heinersdorf wants to offer international volunteers an interesting and diverse field of activities, working with children, and offer the children an opportunity of intercultural learning together with the volunteers. Since a number of years we have good experience in hosting European volunteers; positive feed-back from the volunteers and their continuing contact with the children day care centre even beyond their time of service show this and is encouraging us to continue with this programme.

Through the European Voluntary Service the volunteers can participate in shaping our activities with the children in the long run and find out about their strengths and weaknesses in dievers fields of activity. Such experiences open new perspectives in regard of the relevance of tolerance, democracy and intercultural learning as well to the volunteers as to the children. We consider this as enrichment and additional value to our own work in the centre by new perspectives, questions and ideas brought into by the volunteers.

Through the cooperation with „Jugendhilfe und Sozialarbeit e.V.“ as coordinating organisation, our volunteers are sharing a flat and meeting each other during many events, thus they are not only learning about German culture, but also about the cultures of the other volunteers currently involved in different projects; additionally they are living together and learn to cooperate in a multicultural community.

The local community of Steinhöfel is part of our democratic system of local self-government; this is designed for the well-being of all inhabitants in its villages, supporting the social coherence amongst the villagers. In order to fulfill these tasks there is a local administration of about 20 staff members, directed by the mayor of Steinhöfel. Apart from this administration there are 30 more people working in a number of social institutions run by the community to serve the inhabitants, such as kindergardens, children day care centres or schools. The target group of all these activities are the people living in the local community.

The working place for the volunteers will be a children day care center of the local community; the target group of this institution are children from 1-12 years old.               
The children day care centre is a social and pedagogical institution designed in order to support families. It is following the premises that elementary education starts with little children before they go to school and these children need to be supported in their process of self-education.

There are 109 children in the age of 1-12 years being cared for in the centre by 8 pedagogically trained, professional staff members. Pre-school children are cared for the whole day whilst primary school children come to the centre after school. 

The children day care centre is located in Heinersdorf, in the north-east of the district Oder-Spree, about 16 km from Fürstenwalde. Heinersdorf is one of 11 villages of the local community „Steinhöfel“, which runs this institution since 1996. Heinersdorf has about 900 inhabitants and is the biggest out of the villages in this local community. Children from 7 of the villages of Steinhöfel come to this centre as well as some children from the neighbouring district of Märkisch-Oderland.

Heinersdorf has a lake, an educational path in the forest around, a little zoo, and some other touristic attractions; having these venues within its borders, this village is something special in the whole region. There is a public bus connection to the nearby city of Fürstenwalde.

Fürstenwalde is located in the Oder-Spree district of the Federal State of Brandenburg, about 50 km east of Berlin, not far from the border to Poland, between many forests and lakes. The town has about 34 000 residents and an efficiant train connexion to Berlin (a regional train leaves every half an hour and reaches down-town Berlin within 40 minutes).

In Fürstenwalde there is a waterpark, various sport centers with bowling, tennis and inline skating. Not far there is the spa of Bad Saarow with a lot of attractions, hot springs, a huge lake with many kinds of water sports, golf etc. Many cultural places you can find in Fürstenwalde like the “Club in the Park” with concerts and disco or a sociocultural center with theater and music workshops, exhebitions and the public library.
         The children day care centre has pedagogical competence; its team is open-minded and interested in the cooperation with international volunteers. Volunteers will be integrated into all tasks regarding the care of the children. In the beginning they will have the opportunity to join the staff members and get to know all tasks and children of all ages. A hospitation in the primary school is foreseen.

It will be the task of the volunteers to accompany and guide the children in their activities and to support them in the case of any problems. Regarding the very small children, they will need to help with meals, dressing and undressing, goint to the toilet, etc. The volunteers will do all their tasks under supervision and with the support of professional staff. 

The volunteers will be introduced to all parts of the work of the pedagogical staff. This introduction into work includes:

becoming a part of the team

working with groups of children 

introduction in the pedagogical work with the children's parents

cooperation with the school teachers

connection to technical staff

how to behave in special situations

preparing and performing for holidays (Grandma and Grandpa day; carneval; …)

handicrafts and creative activities

Generally the volunteers will have the following tasks:

a) in the kindergarden (pre-school age):

supporting children and pedagogical staff with all kinds of activities

common breakfast, welcome of the children, games

project activities with children

common lunch

songs, relaxation

introduction in the pedagogical work with the children's parents.

organising and facilitating own projects (e.g. musical or sports activities) 

b) in the „Hort“ (primary school age):

games and sport acitivities

relaxation

supporting homework

creative activities (handicrafts, painting, dance, music, theater, pottery)

excursions and leisure time activities in cooperation with the school

exploring the nature

introduction in the pedagogical work with the children's parents.

organising and facilitating own projects (e.g. musical or sports activities)

supporting in the coopration with the church ( preparing festivities and holidays of the ecclesiastical year)

Through the direct contact with the children the volunteers get some insight into the living situations of the kids, their lifestyles, family situation and values. The European volunteers and their backgrounds from different countries and cultures are challenging the children as well as the pedagogical staff regarding their ideas, assumptions and expectations towards other countries and people; this also applies for the volunteers themselves.

The volunteers are learning during this time:

- how to deal with children;

- working self-reliantly;

- self-esteem and readiness to take on responsibility;

- learning about Christian religion

- living together with volunteers from other cultures

- developing entrepreneurship and flexibility

- integration into a new living enviroment.

The volunteers will be adjoined to the working schedule of the pedagogical staff according to their motivations and abilities. They will participate in conferences and trainings of the pedagogical staff and take part in regular meetings and excursions together with other volunteers from other projects that are organised by „Jugendhilfe und Sozialarbeit e.V.“.                     
