Project information

By hosting young people from abroad we want to provide insight in our work with children, who have behavioural disorders  in Germany. 
 The foreign volunteers support and enricht the work very much. The children of care center well as the colleagues learn through the contact with foreign volunteers about different ways of living and thinking and get sensitised to Europe and other cultures. 
The foreign volunteers are additional contact persons for children and bring in new ideas in the team. Through the big variety of tasks and different background of the  pupil the volunteers learn a lot about the German social system and the different realities of the German society. 
This cooperation with European Volunteers enables the development of an European awareness involving all children and employees in that placement as well as reflecting and discussing the work and lifestyles of different countries. 
The children day care centre, run by the Association for Youth Welfare Services and Social Work, are located at the Erich-Kästner-School; this is a special school for children and youth with learning difficulties or phyical hadicaps, in the age of 6-18 (in the children day care centre: 6-12). 

In the therapeutical day care centre there are children from Erich-Kästner-School and other primary schools nearby, that are cared for in the time before and after school. Children are playing, doing sports or their homework, excursions and creative activities; the children day care centre is also opened all day during school holidays. The therapeutical work is done by means of kneippism, e.g. with water, relaxation, special food, movements and the use of medical herbology.

Through the close cooperation between school  and day care centre we want to improve the quality of life of the children and provide comprehensive counselling for their parents.     
The city of Fürstenwalde has about 34 000 residents.  The manifold structures of industrial production, trade and service enterprises stretch as far as tires, paint, measurement and test engineering, safety features and equipment, chemical plant engineering and construction as well as synthetics, with more than 5 500 employees. In Fürstenwalde there is a waterpark, various sport centers with bowling, tennis and inline skating. Not far there is the spa of Bad Saarow with a lot of attractions, hot springs, a huge lake with many kinds of water sports, golf etc. Many cultural places you can find in Fürstenwalde like the “Club in the Park” with concerts and disco or a sociocultural center with theater and music workshops, exhibitions and the public library. Fürstenwalde has  an efficiant train connection to Berlin (a regional train leaves every half an hour and reaches down-town Berlin within 40 minutes)     
   The volunteers are an equal member in the educational team and supports the general pedagogical and organizational work in the children day care. They are cared regularly by her mentor. They participate in regular team meetings and receive the necessary support, in order to get integrated into the project, into the country and into the culture. The volunteers are promoted for their own ideas, to bring in creativity and experiences to the development of the project. The work is aligned at the abilities and the interests of volunteers. They will participate in all activities.     
the basic tasks of the volunteers in the therapeutical day care centre are:

- participating in staff and thematic meetings

- cooperating in educational projects

- supporting the staff with the holiday programmes, 

- playing together with the children indoor and outdoor;

- handicrafts and creative activities;

- organising and facilitating own projects (e.g. musical or sports activities);

- common meals;

- exploring the nature;

- supporting children in doing their homework;

- preparing and accompanying excursions;

- presenting their home countries, languages and cultures;

- introduction in the pedagogical work with the children's parents,

- participating in staff trainings.

In all these tasks the volunteer will be supported by staff members. Working hours are depending on  the opening hours of the centre. The volunteers will have holidays - on agreement with their tutor - usually during school holidays. 

 The volunteers will learn during this time:

- how to deal with children;

- working self-reliantly and on their own responsibility;

- self-esteem;

- living together with volunteers from other cultures.

- developing entrepreneurship and flexibility

- integration into a new living enviroment.

Exposed to the children and their families the volunteers may learn the German language and culture. They get acquainted to the mentality and the daily life of children and adults. Children and staff are open-minded.Through the direct contact with the children the volunteers get some insight into the living situations of the kids, their lifestyles, family situation and values. The European volunteers and their backgrounds from different countries and cultures are challenging the children as well as the pedagogical staff regarding their ideas, assumptions and expectations towards other countries and people; this also applies to the parents and the volunteers themselves.

The volunteer will live in Fürstenwalde. Each volunteer will have a single room, sharing kitchen, bathroom and community room with the group. There is wireless intemet access in the flats, i.e. with their own laptops they can keep contact with their sending organisation, with family and friends. To enable local mobility each volunteer may use a bicycle that is provided by the hosting organisation for the duration of the voluntary service. Pocket money and food allowance will be paid in cash at the beginning of each month, thus the volunteers can cook for themselves. There is also a washing machine in the flats.

The volunteers are entitled to visit a language training in the beginning of the service according to the level of knowledge they have. 

  
